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EDITORIAL 

Will the e-purse ever 
become mainstream?
Our lead story highlights the uncertain 
future facing Europe’s electronic purse 
schemes. 

I have always liked the idea of the e-
purse – a single card to replace coins and 

low denomination notes for making small payments, particularly 
at unattended terminals. No need to have the right coins for a 
parking meter, and no loose coins left lying around home and 
office.

Am I prepared to pay for such a card? This is where one of 
the problems lies, because if there are any significant charges for 
holding or using such a card, I will probably pay with cash. For 
merchants the case is slightly more attractive, as there are genuine 
savings to be made if cash can be eliminated – but again there is a 
catch…until all customers can pay with a card, the merchant (or 
terminal) still needs to accept cash.

Despite the e-purse having been around for well over a decade 
most schemes have either been closed or achieved only low 
usage – only those in Austria, Belgium, Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands and Sweden have achieved a moderate level of 
success. Under increasing pressure from debit cards and more 
recently prepaid and preauthorised cards, the likelihood is that 
further e-purse schemes will close.

Somebody once said to me that the ECB missed a huge 
opportunity in 2002 when it introduced euro coins rather 
than a Europe-wide e-purse – a radical suggestion that would 
have been exciting, at least for those of us working in the card 
payments sector. Ultimately, as a consumer, I am not sure I mind 
what sort of card I use however. If I can use a debit, prepaid or 
preauthorised card, I guess that will do.

 

2 ELECTRONIC PURSE SCHEMES 
European e-purse schemes  
face uncertain future

6 INTERCHANGE FEES 
OFT decision on MasterCard MMF 
missed opportunities

7 EUROPEAN PAYMENTS 
EFMA conference highlights 
SEPA progress

10 ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFERS 

Amendments to US Regulation E

11 RETAIL BANKING 

Banking the unbanked 
– the case for preauthorised debit cards

12 RETAIL BANKING 

Basic bank accounts increase in the UK

13 NEWS BULLETIN 
Banking, ATM and payments news

16 COUNTRY PROFILE 
ATM and cards intelligence on Norway

20 CONFERENCE DIARY 
Upcoming industry events 
from around the world

mailto:bulletin@rbrlondon.com
mailto:advertising@rbrlondon.com
www.rbrlondon.com


RECEIVE THIS ISSUE OF  
BANKING AUTOMATION BULLETIN 

FOR FREE 
 

We hope you enjoyed reading this editorial. 
 

You can receive this, or another, back issue of  
Banking Automation Bulletin for free 

when you take out a subscription. 
 
 

To receive your free issue, please complete the order form on the next page, 
and fax it to +44 20 8940 1527. Please specify on the form, or by email to 

bulletin@rbrlondon.com, which free issue you would like to receive. 



PRIORITY ORDER FORM Banking Automation Bulletin   

Subscription period Printed only Electronic and printed 

One year (10 issues) � £490 (€735) � £735 (€1100)

Two years (20 issues) � £880 (€1320) � £1320 (€1980)   

Three years (30 issues) � £1100 (€1650) � £1650 (€2475)         

� Please send me a sample issue    � Please send me information about advertising opportunities

PAYMENT METHOD  

� Please invoice me     or    By payment card     � Visa     � MasterCard     � Amex    � JCB            

Card no ����������������  Expires  ��/�� Total payable   GBP(£)   
YOUR DETAILS    

Title (Mr, Ms, Dr) __________  First name __________________________________ Surname _________________________________________

Position/Department ________________________________ Company  ___________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Tel _____________________________________________ Email _______________________________________________________________

VAT (TVA) No ____________________________________ Signature _____________________________________ Date __________________

The information contained in Banking Automation Bulletin may not be reproduced or copied in any form, or be placed on a company intranet, without prior written permission from Retail Banking Research Ltd.

Please return to RETAIL BANKING RESEARCH 304 Sandycombe Road, Kew Gardens, Richmond, Surrey TW9 3NG, UK
Tel: +44 (20) 8940 1398  Fax: +44 (20) 8940 1527   Email: rbr@rbrlondon.com   Web: www.rbrlondon.com

A unique source of news and analysis  
of key issues in banking automation, 
cards and payments 
•  Independent and authoritative insights  

  from industry experts

•  Detailed country profiles including proprietary 
    ATM and cards market data in every issue

•  Exclusive extracts from RBR’s industry-leading 
     market research reports 

•  Comprehensive industry conference diary

•  Read by senior executives in over  
     100 countries worldwide

The Bulletin keeps you on top of your industry agenda - can you afford not to subscribe?

For more information about subscribing or advertising please visit www.rbrlondon.com/bulletin

Published 10 times per year since 1979

The ‘electronic and printed’ subscription 
rate includes three further electronic 
subscriptions for your colleagues*

* Send additional email addresses to bulletin@rbrlondon.com

B a n k i n g  A u t o m a t i o n

���������
�����������

������

���������
�����������

������

��������
���������

�

����������
��������

������

����������
����������

�����������
�����

������������
�����������

���������
�

�����������
����������

���������

����������
�����

����������
����������

���������
������

���������
�����������

����������
���

�����������
������

���������
���������

�����

� � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �
� � � � � �

� � � � �

���������
�����������

����������
���������

�

����������
�����������

��� �������
�����

��������
��������

���������
�

Regular topics include:
• ATM deployment strategy
• ATM hardware and software
• ATM outsourcing
• Branch automation
• Biometrics
• Cross-border payments
• e-commerce
• EMV and smart cards
• EFTPOS
• e-purse
• Interchange fees
• Internet banking
• ISO/IAD activity
• Merchant acquiring
• Mobile payments/banking
• P2P payments
• Payment and loyalty cards
• Payment systems
• Regulatory changes
• Security and fraud
• Self-service equipment
• Teller automation




